5.12 Infectious Diseases management
procedure
Guidelines
1. If the Ministry of Health advises the school of an infectious disease outbreak – the school will follow
their advice on school closures and information to parents/caregivers.
2. The Public Health Nurse will be the school reference point for current health information and provide
advice to parents/caregivers of children with infectious diseases including the likely need for their child
to stay home until they receive a medical clearance or other indicator the child is no longer infectious.
3. The Board will consider funding staff to be vaccinated against flu and hepatitis B each year in
accordance with the NZEI Collective contract 2.4.
4. Staff will be taught and reminded of measures to keep themselves and students free from infectious
5. diseases. This will be repeated when there is a likely risk of an infectious disease outbreak or where a
student is enrolled with an infectious blood borne virus.
6. Pupils will be taught not to touch blood or bodily fluids. Pupils will also be reminded they must not
share drink bottles.
7. Students and staff will be taught how to reduce the spread of infectious diseases through handwashing,
covering of mouths and noses and management of use of tissues.
8. Handwashing should include
 Soap and water are adequate for hand washing.
 Wash hands for 20 seconds – (Sing Happy Birthday to you)
 Dry hands thoroughly.
9. Nits and lice- parents/caregivers will be informed when incidents of nits and lice appear in a
classroom.by a class letter available from the office.
Parents/ staff will be advised of prevention measures such as
 Ensuring children do not share brushes, combs, towels or hats,
 Ensuring that children’s hats are not stored all together.

Pandemic Guidelines
1. A Pandemic kit containing letters and notices is available in the principal’s office.
2. If directed by the Ministry of Education or Ministry of Health, the school will close and issue
information to parents/caregivers.
3. The principal, in consultation with the Board, will be advised by the Ministry of Education /
Ministry of Health as to when the school can re-open.
4. International students will have the option to return home or remain with current accommodation
during a pandemic outbreak – subject to immigration controls. Homestays will need to agree to
retain students in such an event as part of their contract.
5. The office staff will advise the principal of any recent new students who have travelled from
overseas, or students returning from overseas – where they are sent home with flu like symptoms.
These will be reported to the Public Health Nurse.
6. Staff and students, as well as school cleaners, will follow pandemic hygiene requirements in the
event of an outbreak where the school remains open.

Appendix 3: Infectious Diseases Charts

.

Impetigo is infectious but it is imperative there is direct contact with the sores. If a child has one or two impetigo, then the parent may opt to not
use antibiotics. In this case, the sores should be covered with fabric plaster while at school. If a child is at school with impetigo and untreated,
sores should be covered until treated. They are fine to be left uncovered at school once they have been on antibiotics for 24 hours

